Genesis ESOL






( learn to teach.

The Genesis Center Teacher Education program is a new Swearer Center project designed to better prepare Brown students for working in adult education and literacy.

Participants will develop their own teaching skills through three primary methods:

· observing and participating in the Genesis Center’s professionally-led English for speakers of other languages (ESOL)  classes

· reflecting individually on this experience in writing every week; the program coordinators will read and respond to all reflections

· designing, facilitating, and participating in weekly discussions with other program participants and the program coordinators

It is our hope that after a year with Genesis ESOL, students will be able to move forward and contribute more meaningfully to organizations and programs in which they themselves will be educators.

camilla_hawthorne@brown.edu   janet_isserlis@brown.edu
The Genesis ESOL Program was founded in 2006 because although there are several ESOL teaching opportunities offered through Brown University, there was no established teacher-training program to prepare students new to teaching adults. The Genesis ESOL program is a yearlong program that prepares Brown students to teach ESOL classes in Providence.  The program is offered through the Swearer Center for Public Service at Brown, and is partnered with the Genesis Center, an adult learning school in Providence. The Genesis ESOL Program’s teacher training has three core components: observation and volunteer work in a class at the Genesis Center, written reflections about adult education, and weekly group discussions. There are eight volunteers enrolled in the program this year. The group of volunteers is limited to between eight and ten volunteers each year in order to facilitate seminar-style discussions and learning in the program. 

The goal of the Genesis ESOL Program is to train Brown students so that after one year they can move into other ESOL teaching programs, particularly those offered through the Swearer Center, where they are responsible for teaching a class of adult learners. As a result, this program is partnered directly with the Olneyville and MET School ESOL Programs. The three ESOL programs organize joint training sessions each semester. In addition, the coordinators of the Olneyville and Met programs recruit “graduates” of the Genesis ESOL Program. Volunteers who have completed this training program are given priority in the application process for other Swearer ESOL programs because they have more experience with adult education than other first-time applicants—this experience is a valuable asset for teachers and learners. 

http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Swearer_Center/whatwedo/prog_edeq_adult.html 
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