Learning to Teach: the Genesis ESOL Program at Brown University 

– Camilla Hawthorne & Janet Isserlis

The Genesis ESOL teacher education program prepares university students to facilitate adult ESOL learning through observation of professionally taught classes, ongoing reflection, reading and discussion. The program has largely drawn women, as coordinators and volunteer participants. In this session, we will discuss the ways in which our observations on gender and women's learning inform our work and how learning is supported to benefit both university students and adult ESOL learners and practitioners.

agenda

objectives 

– to share a model of teacher education; 

-- to explore ways in which women’s issues – as educators, as learners – are addressed, 

and to move the conversation forward in ways that are of interest to participants in the workshop

introductions – briefly; why we’re here, any particular question you hope the workshop will address

What should/could teacher training and teacher education look like in a perfect world?

What do we think? What do we know?

What has you experience been – as a teacher / learner (  what makes teacher education or professional development more or less useful, interesting, engaging?

About the Genesis ESOL teacher ed program

What the Brown students observed – what do you think? what does this suggest?

What are the roles of gender, relationship-building and solid teaching skills?

How / could this process be of use for you/your program?

other thoughts, questions?

wrapping up
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